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Parishes explore “Twinning” Ties with Uganda 

A group of about 15 St. Francis Borgia/Divine Word parishioners has begun to explore the possibility of 
establishing a ‘twinning’ relationship between our parish and Catholics in the newly formed diocese of 
Lugazi, Uganda.  

Representatives from the Milwaukee Archdiocese Office for World Mission met with the parish group in 
May to provide an overview of parish twinning and to discuss their recent visit to Uganda. Accompanying 
Sisters Fran Cunningham and Rosemary Huddleston of the mission office was Fr. Peter Ntege, a Ugandan 
priest who is currently completing his doctoral studies in education administration at Marquette 
University.  

Uganda, a republic in eastern Africa bordering Lake Victoria, is about one-third larger in area than 
Wisconsin. Fr. Ntege, who by his own description “stands with one foot planted in Milwaukee and the 
other in Lugazi,” portrayed his homeland as one of widespread poverty but also of exciting opportunity. 
In his lifetime, he said, he has seen the population of his country swell from 6 million in the 1960s to its 
current level of 21 million. 

Uganda enjoys the distinction of being the first country to have had its $3.5 billion international debt 
forgiven by world banks. “This monumental development appeared impossible even one year ago,” Fr. 
Ntege said. He added that the growing global jubilee-year sentiment toward forgiving the foreign debt of 
developing countries helped make this grand gesture possible. 

Millions of dollars that once went to service Uganda’s debt are now being invested in education and clean 
water. One reason Uganda’s debt was canceled is that world lenders trust the Ugandan government’s 
development plans, Fr. Ntege added. 

Any relationship that our parish might form with Lugazi must be one that embraces Christian principles 
of peace, justice, and community. Srs. Fran and Rosemary spoke about the numerous parishes throughout 
the archdiocese that have already formed twinning relationships with parishes in Africa and Latin 
America. They also spoke of the need to move beyond outmoded notions of the missions and toward 
direct contact with those being helped. 

“We are all missionaries, whether we live in Uganda or Wisconsin, and we all have gifts to share,” said 
Sr. Fran. “The challenge is: Can we bring these gifts together to create church?”  

“The old missions fostered dependencies,” added Sr. Rosemary. “We must begin building relationships 
and changing social structures in a meaningful way. Something wonderful can come from that.” Both 
sisters told the group that an important early step would be to visit Uganda and learn first-hand about the 
people -- their needs as well as their capacity to give. 

“Your parish and Lugazi are both rich with the gifts of the Holy Spirit,” said Fr. Ntege. “I humbly invite 
you to consider being a part of this sacred opportunity.” 

The group has sent a letter to Bishop Matthias Ssekamanya of Lugazi, asking him for help in determining 
how to forge productive mission links with the people of his diocese. 

-Written by John Schauble for the parish newsletters, Early Summer 2000.  


