
 
SIXTH SUNDAY IN EASTER  

CELEBRATION IN THE ABSENCE OF A PRIEST 
Celebration of the Liturgy of the Word 

 
 

Introduction: We gather here to celebrate the Lord’s Day. Sunday has been called the Lord’s               
Day because it was on this day that Jesus conquered sin and death and rose to new life. Let us be                     
united in the spirit of Christ with the Church around the world. And celebrate our redemption in                 
Christ’s suffering, Death and Resurrection. 
 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
 
A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 
 
 
Lay Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 



GREETING  
 
Lay Leader: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
All: Blessed be God forever. 

 
LITANY IN PRAISE OF GOD’S MERCY 

 
Lay Leader: You brought us to salvation by your paschal mystery: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Lay Leader: You renew us by the wonders of your passion: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lay Leader: You give us your body to make us one with your Easter sacrifice: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

 
OPENING PRAYER  

 
Lay Leader: Let us Pray. Blessed are you, Father, Holy and Divine Creator. All creation comes                
from your hand; the entire universe bears the imprint of your goodness. You call us not only to                  
inhabit the earth but also to build it and thus become your co-workers. You give us a Sabbath day                   
of rest when men and women everywhere raise their song to you and become the voice of all                  
creation. What you accomplished in creation and wrought for your people in the Exodus has               
found its fullest expression in Christ’s Death and Resurrection. And so we remember on this first                
day of the week the salvation which you have given us in Baptism and which has made us a new                    
creation in Christ. Acknowledge our sins, we pray, O God, for the gift of true repentance and                 
genuine conversion. Renew the grace of our Baptism within us and inspire us to express our love                 
for you in our service. We praise you, Almighty God and Father, for there is no greater power                  
that saves and no greater love and mercy, than that which comes from you through your Son, Jesus                  
Christ, in communion with the Holy Spirit, both now and forever.  
All: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING  
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken                    
up, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He                
presented himself alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them    
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While meeting with them, he enjoined                
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for “the promise of the Father about which you have                   
heard me speak; for John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy                    
Spirit.”  

When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the                  
kingdom to Israel?”  He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the
Father has established by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit                
comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to                 
the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a                     
cloud took him from their sight. While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going,                  
suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why                
are you standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven                   
will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”  



  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 
R.    (8a)  God is king of all the earth. 
All you peoples, clap your hands, 
shout to God with cries of gladness, 
For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, 
is the great king over all the earth. 
R.    God is king of all the earth. 
He brings people under us; 
nations under our feet. 
He chooses for us our inheritance, 
the glory of Jacob, whom he loves. 
R.    God is king of all the earth. 
God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; 
the LORD, amid trumpet blasts. 
Sing praise to God, sing praise; 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. 
R.    God is king of all the earth. 

 
SECOND READING 

 
A reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Brothers and sisters: May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a Spirit 
of wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of him.  May the eyes of your hearts be 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, 
what are the riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones, and what is the surpassing                  
greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of his great might, which he                   
worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating him at his right hand in the heavens, far                   
above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, and every name that is named not only               
in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things beneath his feet and gave him as head                       
over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of the one who fills all things in every                     
way.  
The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ had to suffer and to rise from the dead, 
and so enter into his glory. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. John. 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
REFLECTION ON THE READINGS (Optional) 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 
All: I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and                   
invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father                  
before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,                 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our                
salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,                 
and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was                 
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into                
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the                    
living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the                    
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored                    
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic                
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of                  
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  

 
Lay Leader: With Faith in God’s promises, let us now present our needs and petitions. 
 

1. For the whole Christian people,that in this sacred time they may be more abundantly 
nourished by every word that comes from the mouth of God, let us pray to the Lord.  

2. For the whole world, that in lasting tranquility and peace our days may truly become 
the acceptable time of grace and salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

3. For sinners and the neglectful, that in this time of reconciliation they may return to Christ, 
let us pray to the Lord.  

4. For ourselves, that God may at last stir up in our hearts aversion for our sins, let us pray to 
the Lord.  

 
O God, our refuge and our strength, hear the prayers of your Church, for you yourself are the                  
source of all devotion, and grant, we pray, that what we ask in faith we may truly obtain. Thru                   
Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on                   
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we                    
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.                 
Amen. 



 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 
Lay Leader: Because we cannot receive the Eucharist today, let us take a moment of silence to                 
make a spiritual communion. We unite our hearts to our Eucharistic Lord, and in Him, we unite                 
ourselves to everyone in the Mystical Body of Christ. 
All: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all                   
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You                  
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there                 
and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated from You. 
 

CONCLUDING RITE (BLESSING) 
 
Lay Leader (without making any gesture): May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and                 
bring us to everlasting life. 
All: Amen  

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 
Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 
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