
 
EASTER SUNDAY CELEBRATION IN THE ABSENCE OF A PRIEST 

Celebration of the Liturgy of the Word 
 
 

Introduction: We gather here to celebrate the Lord’s Day. Sunday has been called the Lord’s               
Day because it was on this day that Jesus conquered sin and death and rose to new life. Let us be                     
united in the spirit of Christ with the Church around the world. And celebrate our redemption in                 
Christ’s suffering, Death and Resurrection. 
 
 
 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
 
 
 
 
Jesus Christ is Ris’n Today 
 

 
 
 



Lay Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

GREETING  
 
Lay Leader: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
All: Blessed be God forever. 

 
LITANY IN PRAISE OF GOD’S MERCY 

 
Lay Leader: You brought us to salvation by your paschal mystery: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Lay Leader: You renew us by the wonders of your passion: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lay Leader: You give us your body to make us one with your Easter sacrifice: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

 
OPENING PRAYER  

 
Lay Leader: Let us Pray. Blessed are you, Father, Holy and Divine Creator. All creation comes                
from your hand; the entire universe bears the imprint of your goodness. You call us not only to                  
inhabit the earth but also to build it and thus become your co-workers. You give us a Sabbath day                   
of rest when men and women everywhere raise their song to you and become the voice of all                  
creation. What you accomplished in creation and wrought for your people in the Exodus has               
found its fullest expression in Christ’s Death and Resurrection. And so we remember on this first                
day of the week the salvation which you have given us in Baptism and which has made us a new                    
creation in Christ. Acknowledge our sins, we pray, O God, for the gift of true repentance and                 
genuine conversion. Renew the grace of our Baptism within us and inspire us to express our love                 
for you in our service. We praise you, Almighty God and Father, for there is no greater power                  
that saves and no greater love and mercy, than that which comes from you through your Son, Jesus                  
Christ, in communion with the Holy Spirit, both now and forever.  
All: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING  
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
Peter proceeded to speak and said: "You know what has happened all over Judea, beginning in                
Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy                
Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God                  
was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.                     
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third day and granted                     
that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate                     
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commissioned us to preach to the people and                   
testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the                     
prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through               
his name."  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 
R. (24) This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
for his mercy endures forever. 



Let the house of Israel say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; 
the right hand of the LORD is exalted. 
I shall not die, but live, 
and declare the works of the LORD.” 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done; 
it is wonderful in our eyes. 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
 

SEQUENCE 
 
All: Christians, to the Paschal Victim, offer your thankful praises! A Lamb the sheep redeems;               
Christ, who only is sinless, reconciles sinners to the Father. Death and life have contended in that                 
combat stupendous: The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal. Speak, Mary, declaring what              
you saw, wayfaring. “The tomb of Christ, who is living, the glory of Jesus’ resurrection; bright                
angels attesting, the shroud and napkin resting. Yes, Christ my hope is arisen; to Galilee he goes                 
before you.” Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining. Have mercy, victor King,                
ever reigning!  Amen. Alleluia. 

SECOND READING 
 
A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Colassians. 
Brothers and sisters: If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated                  
at the right hand of God. Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have died, and                      
your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear                  
with him in glory.  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed; 
let us then feast with joy in the Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. John. 
On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was                     
still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to                    
the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and                  
we don’t know where they put him.” So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the                   
tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; he                   
bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived after him,                   
he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not                    
with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. Then the other disciple also went in, the                   
one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. For they did not yet understand                   
the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead.  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



REFLECTION ON THE READINGS (Optional) 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
All: I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and                   
invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father                  
before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,                 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our                
salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,                 
and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was                 
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into                
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the                    
living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the                    
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored                    
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic                
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of                  
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
 
Lay Leader: With Faith in God’s promises, let us now present our needs and petitions. 
 

1. For the whole Christian people,that in this sacred time they may be more abundantly 
nourished by every word that comes from the mouth of God, let us pray to the Lord.  

2. For the whole world, that in lasting tranquility and peace our days may truly become 
the acceptable time of grace and salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

3. For sinners and the neglectful, that in this time of reconciliation they may return to Christ, 
let us pray to the Lord.  

4. For ourselves, that God may at last stir up in our hearts aversion for our sins, let us pray to 
the Lord.  

 
O God, our refuge and our strength, hear the prayers of your Church, for you yourself are the                  
source of all devotion, and grant, we pray, that what we ask in faith we may truly obtain. Thru                   
Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on                   
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we                    
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.                 
Amen. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

Lay Leader: Because we cannot receive the Eucharist today, let us take a moment of silence to                 
make a spiritual communion. We unite our hearts to our Eucharistic Lord, and in Him, we unite                 
ourselves to everyone in the Mystical Body of Christ. 
All: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all                   
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You                  
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there                 
and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated from You. 
 

 



 
CONCLUDING RITE (BLESSING) 

 
Lay Leader (without making any gesture): May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and                 
bring us to everlasting life. 
All: Amen  

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 

 
Sing with All the Saints in Glory 
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