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OneFall 2004

by John Schauble

On the weekend of September 
18-19, watch for a friendly, familiar face to
make a special appearance at all the
Sunday Masses (including the anticipated
Mass). Fr. Ignatius Kibowa, pastor of 
St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Mukono,
Uganda, will deliver the annual mission
appeal at St. Francis Borgia.

Fr. Ignatius is no stranger to
Cedarburg, nor is the parish from which
he hails. St. Paul and St. Francis Borgia
have both been enriched by a twinning
relationship that dates back to 2000. 
That year, Bishop Matthias Ssekamanya of
the Lugazi diocese in southern Uganda
responded to our request for a twinning
relationship with a Ugandan parish by
selecting St. Paul in the town of Mukono.

The purpose of twinning is for two
Catholic parishes on different continents 
to reach across geographical boundaries to
develop mutually rewarding spiritual,
social and cultural ties. This relationship
has been blessed with visits from 
St. Francis Borgia to St. Paul and vice versa.
As a result, many personal friendships
have developed between the two parishes.
Bimonthly collections taken up at our
weekend Masses have been sent regularly
to benefit St. Paul, a parish to more than
26,000 Ugandans, the great majority of
whom are children.

When the pilgrims from 
St. Paul visited Cedarburg last year, they
responded to inquiries about areas of
greatest financial need in their parish.
Among the responses, St. Paul requested
help in building sanitary facilities for its
main church, which is located along a busy
highway and gets a high volume of guests,
especially during religious festivals. The
visitors also requested funds to purchase
ten bicycles to help parish catechists travel
considerable distances between the 
rural subparishes and schools where they
provide religious education.

Our subsequent bimonthly col-
lections raised most of the funds needed
for the lavatories, and the religious edu-
cation students collected enough money
to purchase seven bicycles. Two parish-
ioners donated an additional $1,000 for
the lavatories and $500 for the bicycles. 

These generous contributions
notwithstanding, the financial need at
St. Paul, in a country with widespread
poverty and extensive educational and
health care problems, remains great.
Through our Uganda collections, we
continue to support a number

of orphans, and two seminarians through
scholarships. In Uganda, a relatively small
amount of money goes a long way. 

Fr. Ignatius will undoubtedly 
have stories to tell of our neighbors 
in Mukono, of their grace and courage in
the face of adversity, and of their gratitude,
love, and prayers for their friends in
Cedarburg. Your generosity on September
18-19 will be most appreciated.

Fr. Ignatius Kibowa, the pastor of our twin 
parish of St. Paul Mukono in Uganda, concelebrated
Mass with Fr.Tom Eichenberger in September 2003.
He was visiting our parish with a delegation 
from St. Paul Mukono. (Photo by Mark Sebern.)
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