
 
 
New Pastor of Uganda Parish to Visit in September 
 
On the weekend of September 24-25, SFB parishioners will have the opportunity to meet Fr. Paul 
Ssebitoogo, the new pastor of our twin parish of St. Paul Mukono in Uganda. He replaces Fr. 
Ignatius Kibowa, who is one of several priests recently reassigned to new parishes within the 
Lugazi diocese where St. Paul Mukono is located. Fr. Paul will be in Cedarburg to make a 
mission appeal on behalf of the Lugazi diocese. During his trip, he will be visiting two other 
parishes in Fox Point and Burlington that also have twinning ties to Lugazi.  
 
Reflecting the rapid population growth of Uganda in general, the Lugazi diocese is not yet ten 
years old, but it already serves the needs of approximately 450,000 Catholics. Sixty priests, 350 
catechists, and many other religious and laity work in 20 parishes, 355 subparishes, three 
diocesan hospitals, hundreds of primary schools and 20 secondary schools. One of the current 
diocesan projects is the completion of a new cathedral to serve the needs of the burgeoning 
population.  
 
Excerpts from a letter submitted by Fr. Paul to our parish serve as a fitting introduction, not only 
to him personally, but also to the challenges facing this young priest and the entire Lugazi 
diocese:  
 
“As a newly ordained priest, I was ready to go to any parish and serve the people of God. My first 
appointment was in St. Charles Lwanga - Bukeerere, a rural parish. My pastor, Msgr. Matthias 
Mukasa, told me that I was in charge of schools and youths. We had five grade schools, five high 
schools, and a technical school. This kept me quite busy as I had two or three Masses a day. In 
the afternoon I used to do parish work: teaching catechism, saying Mass in the village chapels, 
and at times attending to my gardens.  
 
“After nine months in the parish, my pastor retired and the bishop requested me to be the acting 
pastor. Then I just continued with the parish work. Hardly a year later, a very strong ‘tornado’ (of 
change, not wind) went through our diocese. It swept almost all parishes. Within a blink of an 
eye, I was transferred to St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Mukono. Here I am now three months, trying 
to do the will of my Father. The work done as the acting pastor in the previous parish is nothing 
to be compared to what my predecessors did. I only thank God that I was able to do that small job 
among His people. This time my prayer is that He may show me what to do for Him in St. Paul.  
 
“On another note, on August, 9, 2005 I celebrated two years in priesthood. It was a great moment 
for me to review and celebrate the gift of priesthood given to me for God’s people.  
 
“Pray for me, as I will for you. Keep smiling. In Christ, Fr. Paul Ssebitoogo.” 
 
Those interested in learning more about the Lugazi diocese and St. Paul Mukono are welcome to 
visit the diocese’s website: www.lugazidiocese.org. For information about our Uganda Twinning 
Committee, go to www.saintfrancisborgia.org. Select “Ministries/Organizations” from the top 
bar, and “Human Concerns” from the side bar. Then click on “Uganda Committee (Sister 
Parish/Twinning).  
 
Written by John Schauble for the Messenger parish newsletter, Fall 2005.  


