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Festival Was
a Great Time
by Linda Fehl

Warm weather. Good food.
Socializing. Music, bingo and fun. Great
deals at the rummage sale and silent 
auction. Super prizes for the raffle. 

“It took a lot of time and effort by
many people, but it was all worth it to see
all those smiling faces of our parish 
members and our community friends,”
commented Ed Jors, who chairs the parish
council and co-chaired the festival 
with Jim Myers, trustee.

Roughly 300 people volunteered 
and their work was much appreciated,
from set-up to take down, including 
the rummage sale, silent auction, food and
beverage service, bake sale, plus the 
people who made the music, bingo, and
kids’ games successful.

The one-day festival is the parish’s
largest fundraiser toward operating costs.
Jim had good news on that aspect. 
“From what I know, we sold out of fish,
brats, cotton candy, and slush; the bake
sale was a record and the rummage went
very well,” he said. In regard to the 
silent auction which was new this year,
“the Erlauers and their team did a great job
and sales exceeded expectations,” 
Jim added. 

Mukono Visitors
Coming in
September
by John Schauble

By the time this newsletter hits your 
mailbox, a contingent of parishioners from St. Paul
the Apostle Parish in Mukono (SPM), Uganda in
East Africa will be just days away from making the
8,000-mile trip to Cedarburg. Of the nine hopeful
candidates, seven recently secured their visas. Two
were unsuccessful on their first attempt but will try
a second time.

Twinning activities between SFB and 
SPM date back to 2000. But the actual visits
between Mukono and Cedarburg have done the
most to dispel vague notions about other people
living in distant places. They also bring into sharp,
joyous, and at times painful focus what it means to
be united as sisters and brothers in Christ, yet 
so far apart in terms of temporal comforts 
and prospects. 

This visit will mark the fourth exchange
between the two parishes. In 2001, five SFB 
parishioners visited Mukono. In 2003, four 
members of SPM travelled to Cedarburg. Last year,
nine pilgrims from SFB made the trip to Uganda.
Each time, new friendships have been forged, more
channels of communication and sharing opened,
and our understanding deepened about what
makes our church Catholic.

Differences in the process of obtaining
visas are a sobering reminder about the inequalities
in our life opportunities. For Cedarburg pilgrims
travelling to Uganda, securing visas has been a 
simple formality.

For the Ugandans, applying for 
U.S. visas requires extensive preparation. Letters 
of formal welcome are sent by SFB and our
Congressional representatives, in hope of 
influencing the decision. The pilgrims are 
sometimes asked blunt questions about their travel
motives. Yet, in the end, the U.S. State Department
can deny any request and keep the $100 
application fee.

The nine parishioners pray and prepare together,
and wait. They are, by name:

FR. PAUL SSEBITOOGO (visa granted),
Pastor of St. Paul Catholic Parish. He completed a
philosophy degree in Uganda and studied theology
in Columbus, Ohio. A priest for four years, he leads
a parish of about 20,000 Catholics.

NANCY KIRUNGI BANANA (visa 
granted), of the SPM Twinning Committee, hosted
SFB visitors in 2006. She is now studying Business
Administration, and also manages a family business
that deals in estate management, food processing,
poultry-keeping, and pig-rearing.

DEOGRATIUS BIGIRWA (visa granted),
of the SPM Twinning Committee, hosted visitors
from SFB in 2006. He holds a B.S. degree in
Economics and an M.B.A. in Finance. A former tax
assessor, he is currently engaged in various business
and consultancy services. 

TOM KASUJJA (visa granted), a 
Christian community lay leader and supplier of
Ugandan crafts to the SFB twinning group, worked
for the Canadian International Development
Agency for five years and is now in the private 
sector. He is an active member of the 
Legion of Mary.

PAULINE KIGULI (first attempt denied),
the Representative of the Catholic Women’s Guild
on the Twinning Committee, worked for the civil
service from 1968 until retiring in 1995. She 
currently manages a poultry farm and is a member
of Rotary International in Mukono.

DR. ANTHONY KKONDE 
(visa granted), the Health Liaison for Lugazi
Diocese, is the District Focal Person for 
HIV/AIDS, and for Prevention of Mother-to-Child
Transmission of HIV. He is in charge of 
development in the Buguju subparish of SPM.

MAGDALENE LUKABWE (first attempt
denied), the Secretary of the Twinning Committee
in charge of School Affairs, taught in a public 
primary school for 15 years, and is now the 
proprietor of her own primary school. She also
heads clubs in and outside of church.

DENIS LULE (visa granted), the head 
of the laity in St. Paul’s Parish Mukono, has been a
Shipper, Freight Forwarder, and Sales Executive. 
As the head of laity, he has responsibility for six
parishes. His family also runs a small retail 
shop and a 2-acre farm.

DENNIS YIGA (visa granted), a specialist
in sustainable agriculture for the last 16 years, 
is the leader of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Movement in the Diocese of Lugazi and chairs
SPM’s Twinning Committee.
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