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SFB Hoping for Uganda Visitors This Fall
When the St. Francis Borgia “pilgrims” returned from their trip to Uganda in 2006,

they urged that a third delegation visit Uganda sometime in 2009. Before that happens,
the twinning committee hopes to welcome a second group of visitors from St. Paul, 
possibly as soon as fall 2007.

The first group of four came to Cedarburg in 2003. That visit was extremely 
important to SFB because it added a human face and voice to the twinning relationship 
for the many parishioners who will never make the trip to Uganda themselves. 
The visitors stayed in parishioners’ homes, shared meals with them, and took many trips
around Cedarburg and Milwaukee with various parishioners.

Once plans become more concrete, the Uganda twinning committee will be looking
for hosts and volunteers to help welcome, visit and pray with, entertain and provide 
hospitality to a second group of pilgrims from Mukono. Until then, the committee 
asks for your prayers in helping to make such a trip a reality, since there are many 
obstacles for our twins to make the trip here. 

One major consideration is financing. Few people in the Mukono parish have the
means to pay for their own travel. The twinning committee has raised some money 
(separate from the bi-monthly collections made at the Masses) to help defray travel costs.
Other fundraisers are anticipated once the travel plans solidify.

A second major barrier to Ugandan travel plans is U.S. State Department approval. 
In 2003, the pilgrims to Cedarburg had to apply for visas three times before receiving 
permission to come here. Each failed attempt to obtain visas resulted in a nonrefundable
$100 charge per applicant. As in 2003, Ugandans will be held to a much more stringent
standard to travel to the U.S. than is true for U.S. visitors to Uganda. 

Your prayers are earnestly requested that the Holy Spirit might once again guide
those embarking on this trip and bless travelers and hosts alike. 

Prayer Strengthens Ugandan Ties
Since its inception in 2000, the mission of 

St. Francis Borgia’s Uganda twinning committee
has been to build and strengthen spiritual and
social ties with St. Paul the Apostle parish in
Mukono, Uganda, in East Africa. 

Greatly impressed from the beginning by
the spiritual fervor they observed in their
Ugandan counterparts, the twinning group has
looked for ways to deepen its own prayer and
spiritual outlook and to share it with the larger
parish. 

One very simple way was to ask 
SFB rosary groups to include St. Paul Mukono 
in their list of prayer intentions. 

On a larger scale, the twinning committee hosted a local observance of the 
Feast of the Ugandan Martyrs. Celebrated by the Catholic Church on June 3, the feast is
an event of enormous significance in Uganda and throughout Africa. Each year, a million
or more pilgrims make their way, mostly on foot, to the martyrs’ shrine at Namugongo,
only a few kilometers from the town of Mukono. At that site, on June 3, 1886, at least 26
young Ugandan Christians, both Catholic and Anglicans, chose to accept martyrdom
rather than submit to the demands of the local Bugandan chief. To Africans everywhere,
the events at Namugongo represent their continent’ s claim to the newly introduced 
religion of Christianity and their willingness to give their lives for it.

To prepare for that observance, hundreds of parish individuals and families 
made the commitment to pray a novena, reciting a prayer over the course of nine days
for the people of St. Paul’s parish. The prayer was a simple one said by Pope John 
Paul II at the shrine of the Ugandan martyrs. The parish novena began on May 25 and
ended on Sunday, June 3, the Feast of the Ugandan Martyrs.  

Although the novena has ended, the twinning committee asks for parishioners’ 
continued prayers for the spiritual and material well-being of St. Paul’s parish in Mukono. 

UGANDA TWINNING NEWS Register for 
Christian Formation 

We hope that you are having a
wonderful and relaxing summer. Your
prompt registration for Christian
Formation for 2007-2008 is tremendously
valuable for planning next year’s 
program. Registration forms are available
at www.saintfrancisborgia.org (select
Christian Formation from the top bar) 
or from the parish office. For more 
information please contact either:

Ben Worley, 
Director of Child Ministry
(262) 377-1070 Ext. 226
worleyb@archmil.org

Maria Spenner, 
Director of Youth Ministry
(262) 377-1070 Ext. 228
spennerm@archmil.org

Stewardship Committee 
Focusing on Time and Talent
by Sue Brandley, 
Office of Stewardship and Development 

The stewardship committee 
has developed a new time and talent
survey that will be implemented 
in fall 2007. This will allow parishioners
the opportunity to become aware 
of all the possibilities available to share
their time and talents.

An exciting new event is
also planned for October  6-7: a parish
ministries fair. This fair will promote 
our many ministries in a new way and
encourage parishioners to become
involved if they are not.

And the committee is working
with a subcommittee of parishioners 
on a parish calendar which will provide
important dates of parish life while 
highlighting many of our ministries in
action.

We are always looking for 
new committee members. If interested
call Janice Dorn in the parish office 
at 377-1070, ext. 229.
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